Winter Guard Classifications 

Sheet/Criteria�
Class �
Typical Age of Members �
Affiliation�
Average Ability Level of Members & Instructors�
�



Elementary Class 


(Elementary Criteria)�



Scholastic Elementary 


(SE)�



Elementary Age�



Members attend the same elementary school �



Beginning w/ no experience/training (0 yrs.) Beginning w/ some experience/training (1 yr.) �
�



Prep Class 


(Festival Ranking)�
Independent Prep (IP) �



Age 0 to 13�
Members do not necessarily attend same school/ members may belong to outside organization �



Beginning w/ some experience/training (0 yr.) 


Beginning w/ some experience/training (1 yr.)�
�



Junior Class


(Regional A Criteria)�
Junior Class (JC)�



Middle School Age�
Members do not necessarily attend same school/ members may belong to outside organization �



Beginning w/ some experience/training (2 yr.) with more experience than Prep Class�
�



Novice Class


(Regional A Criteria)�
Scholastic Novice (SN)�
Middle and High School Age�
Beginning Instructors and members who attend the same high school or middle school that feeds into that high school�



Beginning w/ no experience/training (0 yrs.) Beginning w/ some experience/training (1 yr�
�



Novice Class


(Regional A Criteria)�
Independent Novice (IN)�
Middle and High School Age�
Beginning Instructors and members from middle school to high school age who do not attend the same school or feeder school�



Beginning w/ no experience/training (0 yrs.) Beginning w/ some experience/training (1 yr�
�



Regional A Class 


(Regional A Criteria)�
Scholastic Reg. A (SRA) �



High School �



All members attend same school �



Beginning w/ more experience/training (2 yrs.) 


(may compete in local WGI regionals)�
�



Regional A Class 


(Regional A Criteria)�
Independent Reg. A (IRA) �



High School �
Members do not necessarily attend same school/ members may belong to outside organization �



Beginning w/ more experience/training (2 yrs.) 


(may compete in local WGI regionals)�
�



AA Class 


(A Criteria)�
Scholastic AA (SAA) 


Local�



High School �



All members attend same school �



Beg./Intermed. (may compete in WGI circuit) �
�



AA Class 


(A Criteria)�
Independent AA (IAA) Local�
High School (or older) �
Members do not necessarily attend same school/ members may belong to outside organization �



Beg./Intermed. (may compete in WGI circuit) �
�



A Class 


(A Criteria)�
Scholastic A (SA) 


National�



High School �



All members attend same school �



Beg./Intermed. (competes in WGI circuit) �
�



A Class 


(A Criteria)�
Independent A (IA) 


National�
High School (or older) �
Members do not necessarily attend same school/ members may belong to outside organization �



Beg./Intermed. (competes in WGI circuit) �
�



Open Class 


(Open Criteria)�
Scholastic Open (SO) �



High School �



All members attend same school �



Intermediate/Adv. (will compete in WGI circuit) �
�



Open Class 


(Open Criteria)�
Independent Open (IO) �
High School (or older) �
Members do not necessarily attend same school/ members may belong to outside organization �



Intermediate/Adv. (will compete in WGI circuit) �
�



World Class 


(World Criteria)�
Scholastic World (SW) �



High School �



All members attend same school �



Advanced+ (will compete in WGI circuit) �
�
World Class 


(World Criteria)�
Independent World (IW) �
High School (or older) �
Members do no necessarily attend same school/ members may belong to outside organization �
Advanced+ (will compete in WGI circuit) �
�






